Please amend the claims as follows: 



2 

IN THE CLAIMS 



PATENT AMENDMENT 



1-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A method of communicating updates from a subject to an observer, 
comprising: 

in an observer, generating instructions t o cr e a te creating an aspect objec t, the aspect 
object comprising logic adapted selectively communicate update in formation from a 
subject to the observer based on : communicating configuration information from the 
observ e r to the aspect object , the configuration information comprising an attribute of the 
observer; 

attaching the aspect object to z Ihs subject; 
notifying the aspect object of an update; 

in the aspect object, interrogating the update to generate to generate Ihe update 
information; and 

selectively communicating the update information to the observer based on a comparison 
between the update information and the configuration information. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, further comprising selectively modifying the 
update information based on a comparison between the update and the configuration information. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising selectively accumulating 
the update information based on the configuration information. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, further comprising sending updated 
configuration information from the observer to the aspect object, wherein the updated 
configuration information comprises an updated attribute of the observer. 
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3 PATENT AMENDMENT 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the updated attribute of the 
observer includes a system load indication. 



18-22. (Cancelled) 



23. (Currently Amended) A method of maintaining data consistency between a subject object on 
a first computer system and an observer object on a second computer system, comprising: 

1 ) tn an observer object, generating instructions to creat e creating an aspect object , the 
aspect object comprising logic adapted selectively communicate update information from 
a subject object to the observer based on: b^ cmnnmniLdliu^ configuration information 
from the observer object to t h e asp e ct o bj e ct , the configuration information comprising a 
desired type indicator and a desired communication rate indicator; 

c) h) attaching the aspect object to the subject object; and 

d) £} in response to a state change indication from the subject object : 

1) sending an update to the aspect object : 

2) bv the aspect object , interrogating the update to generate an update type 
indicator; 

3) by the aspect object modifying the update based on a comparison between the 
update type indicator and the desired type indicator to produce a modified update; 

4) by the aspect object, sending the modified update to an accumulator; 

5) by the aspect object, using the desired communication rate indicator to 
determine whether the object is ready to receive the modified update; and 

6) communicating the modified update to the observer. 



24. (Cancelled) 



25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, wherein subject comprises an object and 
wherein the observer comprises an object. 
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26. (Cancelled) 



4 



PATENT AMENDMENT 



Please add the following new claims: 

27. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the configuration information comprises a type of 
updates desired indication. 

28. (New) The method of claim 27, wherein the aspect object selectively discards the update 
information in response to the type of updates desired indication. 

29. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the attribute of the observer includes a maximum 
desired communication rate indication. 

30. (New) The method of claim 29, further comprising an accumulating the update information 
if a required communication rate is greater than the maximum desired communication rate 
indication. 

3 1 . (New) The method of claim 13, further comprising preprocessing the update to selectively 
modify the update information in response to the configuration information. 

32. (New) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the preprocessing comprises encapsulating the 
update with Internet routing information. 

33. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein the preprocessing comprises compressing the 
message. 
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34. (New) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the preprocessing comprises encrypting the 
message. 

35. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein the preprocessing comprises calculating a related 
value. 

36. (New) The method of claim 13, further comprising, in the subject, providing a set of 
attach/detach methods that enable the observer to attach the aspect object to and detach the aspect 
object from the subject. 
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